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| Aſſembled i in PA LIA MENT. 


es Uh: as look npon your” 
FJD with an evil eye, will not look 
REST ' npon your 1 banksgivings with 
4 good one." T bey wil be ready to fay, 
Neſcitis quidſerus velper, praiſe aftir 
day at night. *Tis no time to call for's 
plaudire until Je ſee the end of the Aj 
AF. 
But the P Galmiſt tells as, BY Praiſe 
8; comely, and it is good, to pay as we re- 
CerUe : Our. alla s now will nothing 
binder our Ha lnjabs then. Vhy ſhould: 


we not oferup our firſt-fruits,. though we' 
] | Canmot . 
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Cannot as Jer ” ry Harveſt home? andre- 
| fts and-pleages of further 
and Faller mercyes with | anksps U ing? 


This day a ng ter 7s .wartby to be 
ks za FE: 9h 5 bei Hi the me- 
marigh of our gaining of Shrews = 4 
and regaiping of. W aymouth ; 7 
we did not think of , the other we oy 


bardly expe. Ingur law efigtes and con- 


ditions, me hae (wſyally beer happy ty 
Ged; aud. in, this Monntain let the 
Hand of. the Lord.reſt; natil. all our 


Prefer ole Gag Thax ſeghvingrowbih 
do as yet run in, 4 leſſer, channel, may em- 
tha ho 1uto,, and. loſe all-their | 


names in one = Jubilee, fo Projer | 


Iſa. 25: 10. 


| Your wa RENT IL 


or! Ch rift, 
/ }Riiberd Vi Ines. 
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Pr OY to both Houſes « Pars i1-- 


aMENT, at Chriſts-Church, London, 


upon a: Solemn day of Thankſgiving. 7% 
- March, 127 644 0%: 
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-Ds UT, 33s 29.” w 
Hap, art ;thes, 0 1{rael;, wha is like unto thee, O Prople ! Þ 
aved by the Lord, the ſhield of thy help, and who is the 
pordof thy excellency: and thine enemies: ſball be found 
. tyars. unto thee, and-thou. ſhalt tread: "0 their highs 


Places, 


1 L 


Dy D> 0oſes in this Chapter doth prophetically; TE: 

PAL? tail out unto the ſeveral Tribes o__ ſe- 
N/A veral Bleflings.; and of that people into 
Ile in the cloſet creof;. he ſums up the body. 
W  one.total, inder thename of 1ſrael ; = 
their condition under the name of Happneſs. Thy 
TY 4 O Iſrael, &c. 


I. 


In 


h—— - i. 


If: 


þ 


-— 


th 
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- > *, : 
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. Pronounceaan LNeje. Words, 
Ihe is like unts thee, o people ? 

Defcribed, and that twoavrays: 

1. By the Author, Fehoveh , who is reſembled to 
weapons of war, © | 
MF} ſ Defenſive-: the Shield of thy help. 

Offenſive: The Sword of thy excel- 
| lency.”. i: * : 


2. By theparts of y- Salvation or deliverance: _ 
 it,andthey are? Saved bythe Lord, 
_ p 2, Victory or Conqueſt, 


. - 


S . Of their enemies. *Thine enemies ſhall 
be found liars untothee, 


: and pars, Of their high places, Thou ſhalt tread 
PISY: {H.-C upon their high Places, | 


Time will not permit me to rake up obſervations out 


 ofevery ſubdiviſion or part of the Text,as it is cut out, 


but I ſhall caſt the Happineſſe pronounced into the point , 


. 


- ad the Happineſſe deſcribed into the reaſons of that 


poiar, thus; | 
*** Such arethe Happineſſes of Iſrael, as do lift them up 
above all compare with any other people, © Thy Happineſſes, 


* Olſrael : who is like tothee , . © people ! 


Thar Iſrael is a people ſo happy, is proved: _ 
1, They arefaved by the Lord. the fhield of their 


-help, and who is the Sword of their exrellency. 
. 2, Theenemies of!ſrae! ſhall be found liars unto her, 


and 


of AL. 


0 ——_ © Go - 


The Happinefi of Tſrail, 


and ſhe ſhall tread upon their high places; ley} 
Such are the'Hap ineſſes of Tſrael, as ao | lift them up = 
bove all compare with any other people : Happineſle is as 


muchin che fingular, as. in the plural number: yet if 


there be a plurality of happineſſes, they do all belong 


to 7ſratl above all other people, every mouth (both the | 


mouth of Balaam, and the mouth- of Moſes) do pro- 
nounce 7ſrael happy; All things do co-operate for good 
unto the 1ſracl of God ; we fay of Bonum a good thine, 
that it is ex cawu(is integris,& ſo of Happineſs, we may ſay 
it is ex bonts integris ; the mixture of any evil, or defet 


of any proportionable good, maims happineſſe , and 


makes that it--cannotbe truly ſo called; - and yet there 
is bonum ex mals, good arifi out of evil;which doth 
much conduceto the happinefle of 7ſrael ; were there 
no thorns in the fleſh, how ſhould we be humbled-? No 
Devil, howſhonld we be winnowed 2 'No-Tribulation, 
Diſtreſſe, Perſecution, Famine, Sword, how ſhould we 
be more than Conquerors © No Death,or Diffolation; 
how ſhould we come to be with Chriſt 2 The world, 
life, death, things preſent, things to comk, all are yours, 


and youare Chriſts, 1 Cor, 3.22, You will reply that 


many of theſe things that are ſaid. to be oxrs, do work 
our good 'preter-intentionally, and by meer accidenr, 


which I grant to be true as touching theſe rhings them- 


{elves, bur not as to God ; whoſe wiſdom and power is 
both much ſer on work, and ſeer-in bringing good out 


-of evil, Godis ſuchan Artiſt in-working the happi- 


neſſe of his people, that he can make uſe of a crooked 
roole;'to do that which can never be done by a ſtraight 
ones; Pharaoch his double taks and burdens , ſerve to 


wean 1(rael from and out of Egypt, ſo Pharaoh helps to 
make Moſes (ucceſletulin the —4 


ging off of 1{racl? Fo- 
B "_y ſephs 


DoR, : 


s % 
———— —_—_kK_. —_— 


ll. 4 * The Happineſſe of Thracl, 

ſephs brethren-intend no preferment tohim,or any fulfil- 
ling of thatOraclewhichhadfaid he ſhonld be high above 
his brethren,and yet they conitribute to it, and work.to- 
wards it, The wifdom of all-the enemies of Gods peo- 
ple, and cheſnbtiity of Satan are alwayeSbefool'd when 

they plot upon the Church; that which they intend 
ſhould he mortal, is medicinal ; the Leech ſucks the 

| blood, the Phyfitian by the Leech, draws away the Gif. 
eaſe : God hath a work upon Mount $79, and Feruſa- 
lew, iſa. 10.12, He ufeth the Aſſyr7an as'hisrod , but 
the intention of the Inſtrument'ts nothing like unto the 
intention thac God hath, ver.7, And therefore it is that 
God is faid to-laugh at the enemies of :ſrael, becauſe he 
fers them build their w@ks, and then blows downall 
their Paper buildings by a bliſt, which they know nor 
whence it comes; yea, God fets them on-work againſt 
themfelves, and not only makes them ſet up their own 

J Gallows unawaresto them, but hold the ſtirrup to Mor- 

decar, whom aboveall men they hate, 

I thallnot intricate my Diſcourſe with any Philoſo- 
phical Diſputes about Happineſs, wherein the Philoſo- 
phers were ſo much divided inOpinion,and into Parties, 
an evident demonſtration of the blindneſs of men by 
nature, ſhooting fo wide from the-mark in.fo concerning 
a point ; but ſhall tor the berter opening of the Happi- 
neſs of Iſrael, diſtinguiſh between the wilderneſs eftate 

' of Iſrael, and their Canaan eſtate, and fo of their Hap- 

pine(S in their wilderneſs condition, and in their Canaan 

condition $ for fo-doubtleſs there is a wilderneſs condi- 

- tionof the Goſpel Churches, and a Canaan condition 

-of them, even in- this world, wherein they ſhall be in 

more luſtre, ſettlement, beauty and glory, their mean- 
Fabernacle ſhall-arife into a more glorious OE: 

vo ent Gt * 


; - 


- > REED " The Happinefie of Iſrael, 
| x, This Canes condition of the Goſpel Churches, 
is fully pointed forth in the Promiſes and Prophefies of 
both Teſtaments , that 7/rael ſhall be happy , a none- 
ſuch, quis ficnt tu? who is liketothee ? I make no 
queſtian; ' only thus much may be ſaid,that as the Pro- 
miſes made before time to 1ſrae/, concerning Canaan , 
could not be reconciled or adopted to their Zeypt, or 
Wilderneſs condition , ſo neither can the Promiſes 
made to the Goſpel Churches as touching their Canaan 
condition, be reconciled to the Wilderneſs in which 
they now ſeem to be, and therefore 1f it ſhould beask- 
ed - How doth Gods Word and his Works agree 2 
How can his ſweet voice be reconciled to . his rough 
hand? We muſt anſwer , That the Birth of the Pro- 
miſes, will anſwer their Conception , they will bring 
forth in full ſhape and feacure, the glory with whic 
they are pregnant ; but that mult not be expected, un- 
| til chey. come to their fall count; for there is a fnlneſs 
of time, wherein the Promiſes ſhall be delivered ; un- 
til which the great and good things we hope for, do lie 
in their womb , and we muſt be content, if we ſay, as 
the Mother of Jeſus, They have no wine : to hear, Wo- 
man,what have [ todo with thee, My/our & not yet come, Jon 2-34. * 
2, The wildernebs eſtate of 7ſrael, or che Chrftches of 
God, is that whereinthey arein pangs, and travail: be- 
ing humbled 3nd hammer'd by God; unto that beauty 
and glory which ſhall be revealedin them , for iris to 
be obſerved that God reſembles thedrawing forth of 
his Church, ont of their declenſions and Apoſtacy, to 
the 7dea, Or pattern of his bringing 7jrae! out. of Egypt 
into 4 wildernefle, Ezek. 20, 35, 26, Ho. 2, IH, I5, 
And in this ſtate ofthe Churches, we cannot bur-ex- 
pe, that there will be a.mixt multitude among Nous 
| B 2 that 


Il XA QA4 


| —_ - 
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6 The Happineſſe of. Iſrael. 
Numb. 11-4 that will fall tolufting : there will be many returners 
+34 in heart into Zgypt, there will be miſreporters of that 
good land, murmurers, complainers, temptersof Chriſt, 
There will be a powerful Amalek, that will oppoſe, 
and give battel, which muſt be beaten downe by Mo- 
ſes hands, and Foſhna his (word, Ina word, there will 
be wilderneſs fs which will keep us out of Canaan a 
long time; for you may obſerve ir, that it was not for 
Iſraels E, &1pt ſons, but for their wilderneſſe ſins, that their 
Carcaſles tell in the wildernefſe, and that the reſt were 
ſo-long kept out of the promiſed land ; and this obſer- 
vation: is very uſefull tous atthis time, who hang ſo 
long in this condition, for our wilderneſs fins and- pro- 
vocations, 

_ 'How then can 1/raeb be pronounced happy in-her wil- 
derneſs condition 2 for that I bend my ſelt the rather to 
ſpeak of : that I might ſpeak more neerly to our own 

! caſe.: And that we may rejoyce, not only in hope of the 
gloty of God, but in ſuch preſent marks of his favour 
and preſerice, as may keep us erect, and in Comfort, un- 
der ſuch a condition. Firſt then, 
. I, tſrael, orthe people of God are happy, becauſe 
heirs of all the gracious Promiſes which God hath 
made, *» In Chriſt the promiſes. are Tea to them and 
Amen, that is made, and made good. They have 
God by his Name EZ! Shadai, tolive upon; though he 
be not as yet-pleaſed to make himſelf known unto them | 
by his Name Fehovah,. and ſurely, Abraham, Iſaac , 
| Facob, were happy men, though God appeared unto 
them onely as a God Almighty,Exod.6;3..that is, he was 
aGod ingaged to them by Covenant and promiſe, and a 
God of power to make good his engagements, though 
be did not aQually pay down, and giveexiſtence to his 
5 EY Ea, 


— —— w—— Pronnnt rn es erent co 


1ns grieved (faith God) with that generation, and ſaid, 


"The Happinef of Iſrael. 


promiſes ip their times, and therefore it is ſaid of ther, 
that they having ſeen the promiſes a far off, were per- 
ſwaded of them, and embraced them, and ſodied, not 
having received that which was promiſed, Heb, 11, 13, 
It is a happineſſe to be under promiſes,though the thing 
romiſed be poſthumous to us, He is not poor, that 
Fath ood debts lying inſo rich a hand as Gods :.and we 
may find it true in- ourexperience ,.. that all the while 
God keeps in his hand'thgprincipal, he pays his people 
the full intereſt for forbearance, and maintains thern in. 
their minority with ſome: competencies out of the.re- 
venews which he hath entailed-upon-them when they 
come to full age. Facobs proſpering under Laban, while 
he was an exile, and a ſervant, was tar from that bleſſing. 
to which he was heire,bur yet itiwas a remarkable hand 
of that God who was in bonds to him fora great ſum. 

2, Tſrael is happy in their wildernefle, becauſe they 
are come up out of Egypt ;, It is a kind of Promiſe, Hof. 2, 
14.1 will :llure her,and bring her into the wildernſſe,when 
we follow afterour lovers, we may have, it-may be, our 
bread, and water, and wooll, and flax, andoyl, andarink , © 
but when the thorn hedge is made round about us, we 
are in a better condition, Ho. 2.5, 6,7. It's anargu- 
ment that we are carnal,:when the tasks; and fleſh-pots 
of Egypt are valued as a, Happineſs rather than wilder- 
nefle diſpenſations ; they that.are in.calamity, do mag- 
nifie the times, of burning incenſe to the Queenof hea- 
ven; upon this reaſon, Fer,44.17. for then had we plen- 
of vittuals,and were well, and (aw ny evy:l,. He would 
eem to ſpeak a Paradox, thatſhould (ay, r's better as 
weare; than as we were: Oh that there .was not. this ex- 
ror in our hearts; . Oh that we did know his ways: For 


They, 


——_— 
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ee 


The Huppineſſe of Ifrael, 


They do always erre #n their bearts,and they have not known 


mymays; thatis, they confidernotmy diſpenſations to- 
wards:them for goed , in bringing them out of Zeyps, 
and in this wildernefſe ; our condition in Egypt being 
conſidered, might juſtly make our wilderneſlea happi- 
neſſe to us, efpeciallyif we remember that God haying 
b:-ought them once onr, did not again bring them back 
into it, Tfrael returns back no more, though many of 
the carnal mutineers deſired nk ery may be 
purſued affd warred againſt by The enemy that enſlaved 
chem ; the witneſſes may ſuffer under the tyranny and 
powerof the Beaſt, but they ſhall no more return into 
captivity toher, ſit down by her fleſh-pots, or to be un- 
der her tasks. 

' 3. Tſrael is happy inthe Wildernefs, becauſe they 
have therein che Coyenant renewed, the Tables there- 
of are given to them; the Tabernacleas ſet up, the Or- 
dinances are inſtituted and appoinred, Religion is re- 
formed, and the things that concern the Houſe of God, 
aremade according to the Pattern : And all chis was 
done while 1ſraehwas in che Wildernets: This is Gods 
time to give, and the Churches time to receive the 
holy Ordinances, Inthe wilderneſs I gave them my 
Statutes, andſhewed them my Judgments, moreover 
alſo I gave them my Sabbaths, Ezek. 20.10, 11,12, 
when God had 1ſrae/, as may fay, atone in the wilder- 
neſs, and under his hammer there, ſee howghe deals with 
them : Heſectles his own Ordinances, brings them in- 
to the bond ofhis Covenanz, before he brings them in- 
to their affluence of 'Milk and Honey : Thar it is the 
Happineſs of 7ſ-aeto be thus furniſhed with Gods Or- 
dinances, and brought into his Covenant, is not ne- 
cellary for me to prove, ſee. Pal. 147, wer..19, 20. 

I Þ Rom. 


| - 199] 
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The Happineſſe of 1fraet. 


DO 


Roms, 9, 4. But that this is the time, when God doth ic, 
and promileth ta do it, you may ſee Ezek, 20, 35,37. 
1 will bring you intothe wilderneſs, &c, and I will cauſe you 
to paſſe under the rod (thatis, bring you into my poiſefſi- 
on, Levit, 27.32.) And I will brinz you into the bond of 
the' Covenant, and I will purge out from amons you the 
Rebels, and thems that tranſereſs azainFt me, &c, ver, 38. 
When God hath his people ina wilderneſle, then he 
may do what he will wich them; then he willbring them 
into his Covenant, and-then will he-purge out the Re- 
belsfrom among them,.as the Apoſtle obſerves he did, 
I Cor, 10, 5, Andall theſe things happened unto them for 
types, or examples unto us, ver, 11, Rebels ſhall be pu -- 
gedout, and the people of God ſhall be brought into. 
the bond of his. Covenant ; and. thatwhen the Lord 
hath brought theminto a wilderneſs , Now then Mo- 


- ſesand all Iſrael confider Magiſtrates, Miniſters, and a!l 


che people, this is the time,. this is the way wherein 


| God1s about tomake you happy, 1's your work and 


duty to receive and entertain the Ordinances. from his 
mouth and hand, to fet up:his Tabernacle, and build 
unto him an Habitation, and then-he will bring you 1n- 
to a condition flowing with Milk and. Honey, {2 
4+ Iſracl in their wilderneſs condition are happy. in 
the extraordinary preſence ofGod with them to ſopply 
and ſupport them, ar, ſuch atime ; never.were there 
more clear pledges and tokens of: Gods preſence with, 
of his power and protection over 1[rael; than when they. 
were-inthe Wildernefle, there Maya comes from Hea- 
ven,theRock follows them, the Glogd 1s: 0ver them , 
the enemies that fight againftrhem, areſtrangely ſub- 
dued; the Sum ftinds ſtill whiles. the work 1s doing. 


 When/G0d brings his people. into Rrairs, he will work 


wonders, 


_ - 


_— 


The Happinef of Iſrael. 


wonders for them, Extraordinary caſes have extraor- 
dinary applications made by God unto them, Till 
they came to eat ofthe old corn of the land the Manna 
did not ceaſe, Foſh, 5. 11 , We cannot have great ex- 
periences until we come into extremities ;. great .delj- 
verances preſuppole great dangers; when Chriſt is in his 
Agony and the'Diſciples {leep, there appears an Angel 
from Heaven, ſtrengthening him , L#, 22, 43, 45. 
When the Mariners caſt Foxah over-board, the Lord 
prepareda great fiſh to ſwallow him, Foxah 1, 17, God 
doth as it were put himſelf to extremities, when he 
puts his people into. them. _ Then haſt conſedered my 
trouble, thou haſt knowne my ſoul in adverſity, Pal, 31.7, 
] ſhall ſay no more upon this, but only that which we 
find, Hof, 2, where the Lord having ſpoken terrible 
things to his declined people, from the ninth verſe, to 
the end ofthe thirteenth, doth in the 14, verſe, come - 
to this reſolution and concluſion, 7 will allure her, and 
brine her into the wilderneſs, and what then ? 7 will ſpeak 
comfortably to her; and I will give her vineyards trom 
thence. -and the Valley of Achor for a door hope, and 
lhe ſhall ſing there as inthe days 4 her youth, and as in the 
day when ſhe came up our of the Land of Egypt : There 
is ( you ſee ) in the wilderneſs God ſpeaking comforta- 


*bly, and 7ſrael ſinging joyfully. 


5. 1ſraelis happy not only in fruition of God, but in 
aQing for God, It is a queſtion, whether a mans 
happineſs do rather confiſt in fruition and enjoyment of 


good things;' or in doingand __ out of right-princi- 


ple; the Philoſopher ſeems-to define happineſſe rather 


"by operation and working! according to vertue, than 
* by fruition 'of good things, andirt js out of queſtion , 
_ there is no greater happineſs thin in being Inftraments 


and 
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 nakes kind of Riddfe of it;""2"Cori4; $. 5 WOLFE Browr- 
bled on twvery fide, yet pot diſtreſſed : we are perpltxeds' but 
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and Agents for God': God'makes'you 2s happy: if he 
pleaſeto uſe your purſe as if hefil it, if he pleafetolay. 


out your livesas if he ſavethem. Ir's hard to beleeve 
and reliſh this; but there is reaſon for ic, that a mans 
_— ſhould confiſt in that wherein he is aQive, as 
we 
turns unto God, as well as in his receipts from him, - 
So that upon the whole matter, It may'ſeem that in 
what eſtate ſoever 1ſrael be, whether in a Canaan eſtate, 
or a wilderneſs eſtate, they are, and they may truly be 
pronounced Happy: when they are like the buſh, all on 
fire; God is in thebuſh, and they are .not conſumed ; 
and it may juſtly be to their great comfort, that all his 
Diſpenſations towards them are in order to the fulfil- 
ling of his Covenant, He keeps Covenant with them, 
or keeps them 'inthis Govenant, by all his diſpenſations 
whether he create good of evil, ' If Paslhavea- thome 
in his fleſh, it isto take down his puffing up above mea- 


ſure, If after ſucceſſes he give usa check, it is to take us - 


off from the arm of fleſh , leſt we ſhould kiſs our:own 


hand, | 


- So much for the happineſs of Iſrael pronounced, now 
t0 the happineſs deſcribed ; and, CH 
I, Tſrael is a people ſaved by the Lora,the ſhicld of theig 


helv, and who isthe ſword of their excellency.. 


+ 


_ - Saved, For 1ſrael ſhall be ſaved with"everlaſting * t- 
vation, and ſhall tever-be confounded, world witHGuc 


end, Tſa, 45. 17- They are urider the wheele,yet ſaved: 


planged into the deep warers, yet ſaved; the winds'and 
-waves beat upon the ſhip, byr Chriſt is in'theſamebor- 


roi with chem; and they-arefaved;.« The Apoſtles 


as in that wherein heis paſſive, that &, in his re- 
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t in deſpair : Perſecuted; but not forſaken; caſt down hut 
$4wed by the Lord, that is the fweet of all; che Salva- 
tion of Salvation it felf; Gods finger in any deliye- 
rance, isworth che whole body of the deliverance jc ſelf, 
beit gever (0. greet; wilnchave we £0 do-inour own Sal- 
vationt Stand ford, and fre the Salvation of the Lord, 
faith <Meſes:toTrael, Exod. 14.13. I mill take the cu 
{a/veten, fgich the PAalmiſt,Pſal. 116.12, but to —_ 
alvation, belongs to God alone, There is noSdujapr ber 

frees mes Hoſ.13 4. and;how will the Lord:fave his peo- 
ple:7- {will ſane them by the Lord their.Gad, and mill ya 
ſave them by baw, nor by ſword, nor by oattel, by hor, ES, 71487 
by bar{emen, - Hoſ. 1. 7. when Fehoſhaphat looks for @- 
vinghe ſaith, .}#e-64ve no power againſt this great mnlti- 
tude; but or cyes | wre tpon t hee, 2. Chron, 29,12, when 
Fad-looks-fin Geng from rhe land af ſav ; che 
faith, I ew: net weryhy of the leaf of all the mercies, and of 
aff the trath which thou haſt ſhewed unto thy ſervant , Gen, 
32-19. The onedenjes all (ell power the other denies 
all elf-merit, and fo God is left tobe the ſole worker 
of ſalvation, ;and the ſole mover ot himſelf to do.ir, and: 
theſetwo taken together, do much indear God to us 
that he ſaves by his own power; that he is moved by 
his own graces. and it noleſs ſfweerens him thar he is. 
moved by hinaſelf, than that be dothir by his own arm 
how often dath Gad defeatour counſels; ſcatter onr 


own ſtreagth, mou all our prayers, out=do-all our 
_- ” @® c 


expeRtations, that he may be more ſeen. himſelf, when: 
bedath taken; us from Aianding inbisown light ,. 7he 
$4Ne that are with thee{Igith he to Gideon ) ar8 60 many: 
Jor-veto give the Midianites iutothtir hands, Fuae.7; a. 
'Tog ew ehey cannot be, they may be t9o many. 
« iN | 
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3.2 5 |» +; - ATheShieldof their helpy/-::1; 
The Lord is. unto 7, raed, mw Sword of their -extcl» 
" Jondy, | 


1; He faves 7ſrael as the Shield of their help,:or mezrnery 6 | 
helptyl Shield,, He will interpoſe and take offall blows 599% 58. Gr, | 
and ſtrokes, which might undo 1/-ae/, Magiſtrates | 
that ſhaould' protect Common-wealths , are called 
Shields, Hof. 4.18. ſo alſo ſome read the Text, Pſaf, 
47.9. The Shiclds ofthe earth , that is, : the Rulers and 
Governors z bur theſe Shields may be ſtricken through 
and through, being but paper Shields: This Shield of 
Iſrael is.a compaſſing Shield that covers a manall over, 
onal ſides, and leaves him;not open to the thruſts of 
the.enemy: With favour thou wilt compaſs him as with 
aſhietd;, Pf. 5, 12. ſo Ff, 3. 3. Thonarta ſhield aboat 
- © me: Ged will cover you all oyer with his favourable 
protection,as he did them in the wildetneG6with.a cloud; 
Faith is-called a Shield, becauſceic interpofeth God and 
his Promiſes or Word to all attempts of the enemy-of 
our ſouls;.as weule to call hinrEaſtgne' that carries: the 
Colours; ſo. Faith is calledour Shield, begauſe ie bears 
or carries. our Shzeld (who is: God) in our eye and: heart ; 
you-have had much experience of this Shield; having 
been often- (ecured both from the plots: of Balkears:, 
and ſword of Balak, fince you came into' this wil- 
derne(ls, ] 2 1ooaatde tf <4 

2. He ſaves 1(raelas being the'fivard of their: excel 
lency. FT here is ay 6 ig in = uſeof theſhicld and 
ſword; had we that, holy art of putting-our:gracions 
God-(who 1s, pleaſed-to' compare \nfelftocheinfims 
ments of our help: againſt the enemy) 40the beſtinſe:we 

babe - : 
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= [10008 ſhietdand ſword,  Indeed:God is as good a Sword , 
a he is a Shield, yea and heis the Armas well as the 
Sword, he manages his own' counſels and power, for 
© ourdefence and ſatety - there may be atwo told read- 


- 


iog of thefe words, - © 1 © © 4. 
-y1,! The Sword of thy excellency, that is, whoſe 
Sword 1s thy excellency or glory : it makes thee excel} 
all other people,, .T he excellency of 1ſrael lies in this, 
that God is theirs, God for a Slneld, God-for'a Sword. 
; Ir'snot their own ſword, but Gods, that makes-7ſrae! 
EE o. glorious, victorious, triumphant, I will nor truſt in'my 
Gr. bow, neither ſhall my ſword ſave the, but thou haſt ſa- 
ved us from our enemies, Pal, 44.6. 7, Do we ever 
readin any Hiſtory of ſuch ſtrange victories and defeats 
of the enemy, as the Church victories have' been ? 
What ſtory parallels the relation -of thoſe victories 
which God: hath gotten for 1ſrael? This ſword hath ® 
Wl made them excellent. 
Ml _ -2, He is'the ſword of thy excellency : that is, he 
fights for thy excellency : ſo we often read this expreſ- 
fion, The excellency of Facob or Iſrael, Ezek, 24, 1, 
Amos 6, 8. and Chap. 8, 7, by which the SanQtuary.the 
Ordinances, and the Covenant, thoſe excellent prero- 
omives of Tſracl, wherein they tranſcended all other 
people, are-meant, The Apoſtle calls them T5 T#gcodv 
TS 1sd\ais the advantage or preeminence of theJew,they 
had the Oracles of God, to them pertained the Adopti- 
on; the Glory, the Covenants, the giving of the Law, 
© the Serviceand the Promiſes, Rom. 3, 1. and Rom. 9. 4. 
02983 this may becalled the excellency of 7ſrael; and ſo God 
{| theſword of their excellency, becauſe he will fight for, 
it and maintain his own Covenant, Ordinances, Sandua- 
Mil ry, againſt all che world ; he values nothing in = 
i EM ; ; WOIIA. 
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world-ſo much' as his- truth, add; his people,,, \Ler che | 


Sun that at preſent beats upon the cora-fields doth bur 
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1 The Happiniſſe of: tſeazl, 
ripen thefruits;; which ſhall be:gathered:in/ full ſheaves, 
| inthearſkebs,-- 27 hits 0 ynid tio. ; +. 4) 
F. Iſrael enemies ſhalibe found lars, that is, 1, Eicher 
they ſhall-fall into ce es ge 9 ae pr and, 
waſte away, asit was{aid of the: houſe of Saw, it: grew: 
weaker and weaker y there is. ſome ſack-fignification: of 
the word, Pſal, 109. 24, Or 2, They ſhall promiſe co. 
themſelvesgreat things, ſaying, I will-purſne, Lwill o-. 
vertake- them, and ſwallow: them up;1will.divide the. 
ſpoil; my-luſt ſhall be(@isfied apon them, as it is;,Ex4d. 
15. 9, but they ſhall be found lyars z. forthey ſhall bring; 
forth a lye; as big with child as they are. with miſchief , 
andſo we have hitherto found true-in-our expetience;. 
The enemy's but aliar , God: hath: blown-upon their. 
connſels,and fruſtrated them, Or 3. They: ſhall befound; 
liars unto-thee, that is, ſhall be fubjet indeſpite of their: 
hezrts, Pſal. 18. 44. Stiangers- ſhall lie: unta me, they: B 
ſhall feign obedience- and {ubjection; being ſo; convin= 
ced of Gods band with his 1ſracl, or feeling; it. fo again{t 
themſelves, that they ſhall curry favour, andlikeiGibe-- 
onites ſue to make their peace; .and ſhrowd: themſelyes; 
under the protection of 7ſrael: and this T conceive to be: 
the moſt natural ſtnſe of this expreſhon. 7hine enemies: 
ſhall lye unto thee, And thence I ſhalliobſerve, Thar, 
the proſperous ſucceſle of 1ſrael will. makemany- hypo- 
crites, who will feigne reconciliation, and ſubmiſſion. ,, 
and therefore a-watchful eye muſt be npon chem, becauſe: 
they are but lyarsz difſembling themſelves, until there. 
come an opportunity and revolution of things; when' 
they will turn Samaritans: again 3. It's no-reſting upon 
ther pulling in of their horns, but in thecutcing oftheny 
off, nor can there be any ſecurityta you, but only. in 
leaving them no power to: hurt. Ts 25.43 4h 
| 2+ Tſradl 
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F al ſhall titad. #ponthe eneies his laces ,. ir} 
--oan upon theirneck (ſo the Gree lets 


Enemies to the'Church/may have their high places, 


but the Promife will bring-tham underher feer, It was 
literally tulfilled|to- 7ſrael in refpet' of Canaens The 
Idol-godsworthiproſually in high places , cannot pro- 
ret them;;' che firength, power, forces, magnilicence 
of the enemy.muft come down ainder Ifracls feet : this 
Promiſewill have &fe&, Thou ſhalt tread on their high 
places; Let notifrncl be proud-of the Promiſes, bur 
with 'humble confidence expect them. All enemies 
muſt:come under Chrifts he , and if under his teer , 
They cannotbe over 1our head, _ TEany ſhall faugh ar 
this Promiſe as unlikely(as $4rabonge did at that Pro- 
miſe; whicheemnedi ) becauſe, the;Church is 
few and weak:; \'He may by the fame reaſon langht: at.a 


- worm, chreſhing»the Mountains ineo- chaff, and of the 


rams-homs blowing down the walls of Ferichs, nO-mat- 
er though the inſtroment! be as \contemptible as che 
Jaw-boneof an Afs;ſo'that-itbe in the-bands of a Samp- 
fon; 'thavGod who.makes the Promiſe, hatha hand 
ſtrong enough to bring it topals. 

1 ſhall now.draw-down-that which hath been ſaid, in- 
ro Application,/ſutable to the occaſion, _ 

Let 7ſatt: ſee God, :and admire him. and caſt upon. 
himalt theglory of: their Salyationand Viories,.T his. 
whois like to thee, 'isapplyableborh to- God and to: 1/- 
ract, Tfrael faichof God, who'is ike unto-thee., O 


| Lordamongthe Gods ; whois) like 59 thee & B25. 
--£1,72 fir?Morto for yfour: Ealjans,: 65;if, WB for,,the 
ti _—_— - arid.God faich-of Ypocls:: hd 1i6:Jihe':to- 


'D"pepple ? (+ God-is 2 yum:;fiovp\tee among the 


"god gods; Tjradl is 2 qu6-fiews tw-amang the peaple : fach 


27, mutual 
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= - The:.Happinefi of "Iſrael; - 
murua} commendarions do'God ah hispeople caſt up- 
| on each-other; 3 56307) 23 6H Ti (GOTH f 
-There are many rivulets. which by theit confluenc 
makeuplſuch aſtream, as may turn the wheel of our 
praiſes this day ; - If we dofearch out the» works of the 
Lord.,/as it is ſaid-;:Pſal., t1r, 2; The works:of the Lord 
-are great, [onght out of all them that have pleaſure therein ;, 
and it may well be ſaid, of them that have pleaſure therein 
for otherwiſe, when the hand of God's lifted up, men 
willnot ſee 3 might we-not be convinced of Gods:fin- 
ger here, if we would furvey all circumſtances; and not 
Arheiſtically deny ; or perverſly wrangle againſt the 
manifMttions of God ;. butir is thegreat unhappineſs 
of many amongſt us, thar' even with ſuch ſpeQacles 
they cannot read God in his works It-is' too late: for 
the Ezyptians:to ay; God fights:for 1ſrael, when they 
are incloſed in the'Sea;/'tandicanfiot get back again;they - 
might-have acknowledgedit ſooner; had they not been 
hardned; and who knows but that 'check: which God 
* bath lately given us in the North; may not freezup forhe 
- again,that did begin tothawandyield ; Thep.that will 
be hard and ſtiff, ſhall notwant occafion, -while:wearetn 
this Wilderneſs, Hetharwill ftuwble,-ſhallnot want 
a ſtone in his way, -Tt Phardoh.ican; but fee that; the 
like is done-bythe inchantments-of” his) Magiti-ns, as 
| Moſes did, ithen'is/he where henvas:: (For our parts ;.lit 
ovght'not to take off our 'praifes :tor the: receipts\. we 
* have had from God';,' though ( as they. ſay of-the 
.\Nightiagaly wetavea thorn: atout breaſt whilſt, we 
ng; for yeravill we fing the Lords Praifes:,! and :ga- | 
©'ther up the'erums of hivmercies,0which:he bath Jenfall 
at SearborowehyPliymonth,'S hrewsbary; Weymouth, ({6po- 
fits quoniam fulbvermiſcens ederes)) 'thels Bowers make 8 
$122! . gooc 
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good Noſegay, though there'be one:Bryar init; . +: 
- Scarborough was'given to us at the time of the Trea- 
ty, when Weymenth was taken from us, whichhelped 
to make the end of the Wallet to hang the moteeven; 
Shrewesbary and Weymouth were two great Ports of 
Armies to be poured forth upon us- The one from 
the Welch ; the other from the outlandiſh parts, God 
hath given into. our bands the Keyes of both, and 
hath ſhutup theſe two doors, and both of them beyond 
our expectation,” | | 
Shrewesbury was that firſt Shop where the firſt great 
Army was formed againſt us, a good omen there 1s in 
it , that that place ſhould come'into- your hands, and 
that without any conſiderable expence of your blood , 
and 'whichis'more, that this ſhould be upon the very 
day of breaking up-the Treaty -- wherein though they 
were formdrd in their declaration ,' thereby to ſerve 
themſelves by. ſuch. an advantage, yet God put out 
his Declaration before theirs; and declared himſelt 
much-for us; and better to-the ſatisfa&ion of'all mur- 


:murings and difcontents for' thewant: of -Peace,, than 


any thing could have. been ſajd-or declared by you ; 
For howſoever that the - Treaty might have: been a 


.Tree.of knowledge of good and evil tous all, -had we 
-took:- and eaten of the fruit of -it., yet becauſe it was- a 
'Eree: whoſe fruit was pleaſant to the. 'eye,:and a; Tree 
-to bedefired;; *bow many might have been'tempted ro 
have purall co the hazard by it , and for it ?- at_leaſt 
 havebþeenmuch diſcontent at the uneffeQualne(s there- 
.of, had not God put.in ſuch a caveat as this, ,againft-all 
- ourquarrellings. oo oo rn 
: - And-for' Weymowh 3; who knows. but: it ſerved to 
-heighren-the ſpirits and, the conditions -of -che other 


D _ part, 


— 


— 


The Happinoſe of Tra 

part , thar they: break with us 'to their own 
eater diſativamage , and: then when that: work was 
"q and done , God teturned it back into our hands 
aftitt, having raken.ir from us, or borrowed-ir of ns 
for 2 deſign of his; which when if was/accomplitht , 
he gave'it back again; God had left a lictleſpark + 
live in Melcombe. Melconbs' Rev, not the fefs the 
Kings for this theit faithfulneſs : though. (1f I may 
peak withour offence} I hope leſs the Quevys. It 
was very much, that a little Cock-boat fkeuld reſcue 
the Ship arid' Guns, andbeatout the Piracs ,; though 
affiſted with field force ;. and recover themſelves + 
pit, and when we thought that quarter might have 
een well for them , then to: Conquer. and Triamph 
overt the Bnemy, was a very remarkable hand of 'God 
with them ', and chemore chat »t 5 to our! admitation, 
the mote to Gods hottour:: Hethntis ſala i opere , 
fer him not have any that may be with. him-focizs in 
eforia, Wewill lay up'this Sword in the Tabernacle 
of the Lord, as a Momiment, that litths David 'prevai- 
led againſt great Gotiahy the Lord hath looked upon us- 
in our low eſtate ; the ſeaſon of thele- mercies. makes. 

them the more valuable unto us. dogs? 
Let the ſalvations and victories which. we have re- 
ceived fromthe Lofd, invice and incourage-, and ob- 
lige us to joyti-in:With him , who is our Shield and: 
'Sword; © Tt is good: for us tobe on the-right- fide of 
thecloud. Ohthat ſuch ſeaſonable demonſtrations of 


— _ 


— —— 


—_—— 


i. 


eunohim, There 


—— _— > — _— —— —  ww-—_ N- RX 


—  ”— as — — ——» _- —— — — 


PL 


C hs. ©. -_ 
—_—_— 


aretwo great: dividers ob Mamongſt our (elves, Fea- 
louſies and Intereffs, 1 with they were . by 
felf-denyal , and that the ftrength of publick ſpirir., 
might drain -rhoſe ſtreams , and make cheir channels 
dry. My Lords and Gentlemen, what a: God do. yau 
lay out your. ſelves for, one: that will-be your Speaker 
in your Houſes, and your Shield and Sword in the 
Field z be:true $0 him, and he will make your enemies 
| byars nnto you; {erhim on high, and hewill-make you 
tread on their <igh places : ' you have a rent and bro- 
| ken Ship toſteer, and pilot through croſs winds and 
waves, Beyou.gre among your ſelves , and then all 
diviſions in Church or Armies will be leſs formidable; 
Your union would be a precious Pearl,. while we are 
| hambled-for.our manifold diſtrations, |. Letus rejoyce 
| , in yourunity,. If Moſes, Caleb and -Foſbss hold toge- 
ther, and:beall of onemind, the tumulnous 7/-aelites 
will bethe. berter led on , through this Wilderneſs. 
The laſt andultimate end which-you -have-covenanted 
| to intend andaimar, ſhould give law.to all private re- 
| ſpedts, paſſions, intereſts, and ruleto all the -means 
chat conduce towards it, let the ardua reens, take 
place of mem & tun, ielt-denial will make you 
all one. 
| You that are for the Sea and the Field, hearken., 
the Sea and the Field call for you. ' It's ſeed time now 
' inthe Countrey , let icbe ſo with-you , go forth-and 
ſow for us the matter of future praiſes , or elſe-we ſhall 
have a late Harveſt, and I beſeech. you, ' rake faithfal - - 
Miniſters with you, - If you have no-Preathers with 
'- you ,. you will have too many, The 'Countrey ſavors 
200 much already of: the .Fie/d deFrixe : and there is 
yet another thing which I A” et 
& = | 
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ther toyouor the State, ofoth, and that is this, Thar 
an exchange be made of two harg-byes that have fol- 
lowed ſome of our Armies ; I mean Plunder and Free» 
quarter , and that exchange to be for two other that- 
will doyou more credit; Good pay ,, and good diſcipline. 
Welole very much by the two former, and ſhould 
gainvery much by the two latter 3- we ſhould by this 
means convince and conquer enemies, and take.away 
our own-reproach out of their mouths ,- and we ſhould 
both gainand keep-firm onr-friends unto us: and there- 
fore. we could not do our felves or the cauſe better-ſer- 
vice, than to hearken tothis motion, Nor can there 
bea better time for you to go forth, than when the ſuc- 
ceſſes which we mention this day do incourage you, our 
raiſes are your wetiles or forlorn-hope-,; ſent forth 
before hand; ' as they were Fehoſapbats , 2. Chron, 20, 
21, ThePſalmiftmakes this conjuncion, Pſal.149.6, 
Let the high praiſes of God be in their mouth , and a two 
edged (word in their hand. ” ovy 
And for you, thisyeyowned City - you are the De 
borah, or Mother in this 1ſracl; of you that may be 
ſaid , which 1s in the-twelfth Chapter of Zech, ver. 5; 
The Governours of Fndah ſhall ſay in their heart, The 
inhabitants of Feruſalem ſhall be my ſtrength ,. in the 
Lord of: Hoſts their God, Youatethe finews and ſtrength 
of the Kingdom, and chough you' be much exhauſted, 
and there is buta handful of. mealin a barrel; and: a lic- 
tle oyl ina cruſe,yet (as hard as it was) the Propher put- 
'the widow to go aad make himalittle cake firſt, 1.X;ne, 
17. 1.3,1t wes a great. trial; yer ſhe loſt nothing hy ir: 
you have now an occaſion, and an invitement, toſtretch 
forth your abilities to the utmoſt , this warm Sunne- 
thines ppop you. may open. the oyſter-ſhell that 
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is Cloſeſt ſhut up ;-i'Fhankſgivings- as they:inlarge the 
heart ; ſo: rhey. open. dhe band ;:.,Ir;s rue, that, we 
commonly ſay a man. will nat: adventure all in one 
botrom-, thats ;- whena maniſtayes at. land, and ſends 
his goods toSea3::bur if;ai;mpn (hip himſelf into this 
caulel;/ then why gori:all-bjs;goods., and worth.Þ - for 
if hedhrvivethe ſtorm,heibath-themy .1f.nor, he doth 
aotrneedthems - is: 1507 Goiger eoete Live 1 poet) 

- .oÞ Have ona motionto:tbe, Honourable Houſes, :and 
one to this famous Cuty ;\the firſt,is on behakk, of; the 
Univerſity of Cambridge, that ſome expedithe way be 
found for the eaſing their Taxes and burdens, that 
Learning may not be ſtarved; Let not the Kingdome 
want both hereyes; to what purpoſeis it, that the U- 

niverfity hath a womb to bear , it ſhe have no Breaſts 
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The ſecond is on-behalf of the poor ,. that work- 
houſes may beereced , to drain.the ſtreets which are 
ſo full of indigent and miſerable people ,. whoſe miſery 
is their poverty, and idlenes is their fin: It were a-hap- 
py work to heal them of both theſe; Ifevery Thank(- 
g1ving be attended with ſome good work of Reforma. 
tion.,. our God will encourage us by further mercies, 
- we ſhall further glorifie him by the improvement of 
them, 

Iſrael is pronounced and deſcribed, Happy ; Then 
there is hope in the Churches condition, though low 
and-deſpicablez- The Promiſes. of God will. eat. their 
own way through all oppoſitions and obſtructions ; 
T here is.an obſeryation made of three dead perſons rat- 
ſed by Chriſt; one in the houſe , Matth, 9.25. one 
uponthe Beire, Zuke 7, 14, one in his grave, Fohn 11,. 
$3+ 300 yet all of them brought.co lite again. This 
Poor: 
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poor Church a and Kingdom. -of-onrs'is ma ſad conditi- 
a. "Yreland is upon the Beire. - Germari as. it were 
inthegrave; andyet thereis hope of Relurrection to 
ten all, Chrift was/firſt bronghe very low before he 
was exilted;and his 'body:ſkall imitate” or follow rhe 
example-of their head VGod. ſhall proceed till fur- 
ther to weaken vs ,'yet' when he: hach made Faucob 2 
worm , he will chen make that worm aMfiail ro threſh 
the Mountains to chaff, 7/z, 41. I4 I5, am ern con- 
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